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Help Available for Home Repairs

LINN COUNTY, Iowa  Homeowners in Linn County and may now be able to get the help they need for emergency and critical home repairs. Guaranty Bank & Trust Company of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and the Housing Fund for Linn County were recently awarded a grant from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines to assist low-income homeowners with home repairs and improvements. 

Forgivable loans of up to $5,000 will be made available to homeowners in rural Linn County. The cities of Cedar Rapids, Hiawatha, Marion and Robins will not be eligible due to population counts. Also, a lien for the value of the forgivable loan is placed against the improved property. The lien is forgiven at the rate of 20% per year for five years. 

This joint effort from Guaranty Bank & Trust Company and the Housing Fund for Linn County, is administered by the East Central Iowa Council of Governments (ECICOG), a regional planning agency. 

MORE

Help Available for Home Repairs

Households must meet income guidelines in order to participate. Households of one or two persons must have an annual income under $33,800. Households of three or more persons must have an annual income under $38,870. ECICOG will assist homeowners in determining if they are eligible. 

Most home repairs are eligible under the county program. Examples include updating furnaces, installing new roofs, replacing old windows, and repairing or replacing exterior siding. Improvements to make homes accessible for disabled residents are also eligible. Applications for the FHLB/Linn County Housing Rehabilitation Program are available from most city halls, and from ECICOG (319/365-9941).

ECICOG is a public agency that provides planning and technical assistance to city and county governments in Benton, Iowa, Johnson, Jones, Linn, and Washington Counties. In addition to housing, ECICOG provides services in solid waste, transportation, and community development. 

